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While attending a demonstration in radiology, student PETER PARKER wes bitten by a spider whieh hed 
accidentally been exposed to RADIOACTIVE RAYS. Through a miracle of. science, Peter soon found 
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& Marvel, 

Along with being a rather superb effort, SPECTACULAR 
SPIDER-MAN #16 brought with it a dramatic spark of reality. 
In today’s comics naturally it is the super-hero that sells tHe 
book, but there are enough real heroes who never get enough 
exposure: the policeman, for instance. These people, in your 
mags, usually resent the help they receive from super-heross, 
possibly because they feel it reflects upon them that costumed 
characters can do a better job of enforcing the law tharrthay 
can. Maybe they're afraid that the public will lose all respect for 
them and rely on Spider-Man or others to save them. But, do 
all policemen hate super-heroes? Certainly not! A name that 
Pops immediately to mind is Captain Jean DeWolff (who first 
appeared in MARVEL TEAM-UP and, most recently, in IRON 
MAN). Another is Detective Joe Macone (in the DEFENDERS). 
They know there are villains that are far too powerful for them 
to handle and appreciate the helping hand of super-heroes. 
Before | ramble on out of control, | think I'll come to my 
point: We need policemen in comics; as supporting characters 
who are friends to the heroes in your mags, and to provide an 
element of realism. Your mags, | must admit, are usually chock 
full of realism. . .but a little more couldn’t hurt. 

As for the story itself: It was a winner! Elliot Maggin has 
long been one of my favorite wgiters, and his work for your 
Distinguished Competition has long been amongst my favorite 
examples of comic writing. If he’s come to work for Marvel, 
we're truly in for some fantastic writing. He handled Spidey 
and the cast as if he'd been with them from the beginning; | 
especially enjoyed the true-grit realism he brought to bear upon 
the family life of Officer Joe Macone. 

There was a problem with the Beetle, though: A villain as 
Powerful and as cunning as he certainly is isn’t going to be hurt 
by’ the loss of a million dollars. | know that’s an awful lot of 
money, but someone like him should be able to make off with 
that much in @ week, I’m not saying that all villains ought to be 
powerful enough to pose a threat to the world, but many, like 
the Beetle, seem capable of getting what they want. 

The art continues to live up to your normally excellent 
standards. Sal Buscema and Mike Esposito are masters of their 
craft. They portray Spider-Man as he should be portrayed, 
nothing fancy or experimental, just exciting action and dynamic 
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art. As | said in the beginning, PPTSS #16 was a rather superb 
effort. 

Peter Petruski 

No. Center Street 

Millerton, NY 12456 

Look torward to seeing Captain DeWolff (as well as Joe 
Macone and the ever-exciting Blackbyrd) in future issues of 
PPTSS, Pete. As for your question about villains: If they were 
as able as you'd seem to like to see them, fella, where would 
that leave our hard-at-work heroes? Don’t they already have 
enough to worry about without having added to that, say, a 
supremely confident Beetle possessed of a mere million dollars 
(with which, we assume, our plunger-possessed malefactor 
would build a crime organization the likes of which should only 
exist in your nightmares or beef-up his powers to the Nth de- 
gree)? No, friend Petruski, we don’t believe in stacking the deck 
that much in favor of the bad guys. (If we did,next issue’s mast- 
head would read: ABNER JENKINS, THE SPECTACULAR 
BEETLE-MAN! and you wouldn't want that, would you?) 

Dear Marvel, 

I'd like to congratulate you on what had to be the worst issue 
of the year. PPTSS #16 was, to be charitable, the pits. Was it 
supposed to be a fill-in? What happened to Archie Goodwin? 
Or Bill Mantlo? | don’t like tne idea of Spidey fighting no- 
where foes. I’m disappointed in you, truly! 


(unsigned) 

Like somebody somewhere once said: “You can please all 
of the people some of the time, and some of the people all of 
the time, . .but when it comes to True Believers, watch out!" 
(Was it you who said that, Stan?) 

Dear People, 

It’s no-prize time! In PPTSS #16 (page 15, panel 1) the 
Beetle pulls out a second-story window with his feelers. But 
(on Page 11, panel 4) the Chief's voice comes out a first-floor 
window! Then, (on Page 15, panel 5) the Beetle breaks through 
a wall on the same floor. (Complicated, ain’t it?) 

The art, inking, lettering, etcetera, were great, amazing, and 
wonderful, etcetera. And let's see more of Officer Joey 
Macone—he's great! 


Like Stan says: Excelsior! 
Peter Stone 


11 Valley Place 
Upper Montclair, NJ 07043 
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